GEMS

real transaction is effected, any stranger present
has a right to a commission on the proceeds,
presumably as the price of his silence.

Obstinately, too, do the pearling fraternity cling
to the old Portuguese or Dutch nomenclature
throughout the " shop " of their calling. Even
the valuations just described are made in terms
of the ancient coinage, and have to be reduced
to pounds, shillings, and pence by Government.
Once a fishery is declared to be worth while, word
goes out to the scattered brotherhood of divers,
who are assembled to a kind of base-camp and
numbered off into two equal bodies. It is ex-
hausting enough work, and a day off and a day on
is the rule of the fishery. One-third of each man's
daily harvest is the immemorial due of every
diver, and the gamble involved is just such as
his Eastern soul delights in. Not that he is any
pearl of honesty himself. A time-honoured dodge
for beating the Government used to be for two
men to conspire together, one of them having
found a pearl of obvious value, the scheme being
that the accomplice stole a small and valueless
pearl and hid it, let us say, in his pants. He was
then denounced with much vociferation and
parade by his friend, the whole labour force
stopped work and gathered round, and a tremen-
dous hullabaloo ensued, while in the general
confusion the arch-criminal got away well with
the real plunder. The staff work here involved
is also of a peculiarly Oriental character.

The divers' third share having been allotted,

the oysters (pearl-bearing or otherwise, no one

knows at present, so the thing still remains a

gamble) are dumped straight upon the beach, and

in